
2025 6th GRADE INSTRUMENTS AND SUPPLIES  
 

Dear WBMS Band Parents and Students, 
 

Congratulations,  «First_Name» «Last_Name» has been selected to play «Instrument_Selection» 

 
Please obtain the following instrument/materials and bring to school on Monday, August 25, 2025 if at all possible. 
 
Renting 
There are numerous places where you can rent/obtain an instrument.  Renting allows the student to perform on a 
quality instrument starting at around $30 a month with a rent to own program.  Below are some suggestions. 
 

• Sweetwater Music  
o This store has GREAT prices and will send you a Yamaha (one of the best) and give you an upgraded 

mouthpiece-free.  They will mail the instrument to you and they have a list of our supplies and 
mouthpieces. 

• Music & Arts (Local store - they also have our list of supplies) 
o I would recommend ordering online, selecting school delivery, and the instruments will be delivered on 

Thursday.  By doing this, the store representative will be able to bring quality Yamaha instruments not 
stocked in the stores and in most cases be able to get your instrument sooner than in the store.   

• Big Note Music           Carere Music          Ponce de Leon Music 
 

It is recommended that you buy or rent from a dealer that specializes in musical instruments and that they are able to 
service what they sell.   
 
Purchasing 
IMPORTANT—Each year students bring in brand new instruments costing $100-$300 usually purchased online 
(Amazon, Ebay, Costco, etc).  These instruments quickly have mechanical issues. Unfortunately these instruments 
have lots of problems and students usually end up quitting because they are not successful.  This is extremely sad and 
in most cases, the instrument caused the student’s problem.  Even as a beginner, a quality instrument is important.  
Generally, discount and warehouse club stores’ instruments are not of good quality and can present numerous 
problems in various areas. In addition, most music stores refuse to repair these instruments.  As a general rule, a new 
instrument purchase should cost a minimum of $500 if you are deciding to purchase.   
 
Purchasing from individuals, i.e., Facebook Marketplace, is another option, although we recommend that you bring the 
instrument to the band directors or to a music dealer to determine its current playing condition and check for needed 
adjustments or repairs.  You can get some decent deals on used instruments but be cautious as some of them can need 
repairs to get them to working order. Send us a link to get our opinion. 
 
What to look for when buying an instrument: 1. Does the manufacturer offer a 3 to 5 year warranty?  2. Is the 
store from which you purchased able to repair and supply parts? 3. How well does the instrument play and how 
well is it made? 4. Can parts be easily obtained? Feel free to reference directors input before purchase.   We have 
over 40 years of combined experience and we can help! 
 
Band Method Book:  Do not purchase the method book at the store. The WBMS Band method book is provided as a 
part of the student’s band activity fee.  A home music stand is also highly recommended for your student.   
 
As always please let us know if you have any questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Stroud, Mr. Stallings, and Mr. Durden        

Webb Bridge Middle School, Band Directors    

Stroud@fultonschools.org and StallingsEL@fultonschools.org 

https://www.sweetwater.com/shop/746325_webb_bridge_middle_school/
https://www.musicarts.com/rentals
https://bignotemusic.com/rent-to-own/
https://careremusic.com/rentals
https://poncedeleonmusic.com/
mailto:Stroud@fultonschools.org
mailto:StallingsEL@fultonschools.org


WBMS Band Materials 
Disclaimer Alert: The WBMS Music Staff DOES NOT ENDORSE any particular brand; the brands listed below are suggestions based o n our combined 40 
plus years of experience.  Remember you should expect to spend at least $500 for a quality new instrument to cost at least $500.  Please trust us!  
Please let us know if you find a used instrument and we can provide our professional input.  Most people rent in the beginning. 

Instrument Suggested based on 
experience 

Required Accessories 

Flute Yamaha, 
Gemeinhardt, 
Jupiter, Pearl, 

Eastman, Trevor 
James 

• Tuning rod (Usually Included) 

• Gem Silk Cleaning Swab, or similar to wrap around tuning rod) 

Oboe Yamaha, Fox 
Renard, Jupiter, 

Selmer 

• 3 reeds at all times (Jones medium-soft but Preferably hand-made reeds as they work much better) 
*Please email directors for Oboe Reed Makers 

• Reed case  

• Small canister (prescription bottle – cleaned out!) for reed soaking,  

• Hodge Silk Oboe Swab  

Bassoon Instrument 
Provided by the 

school. 

• 3 reeds at all times (Jones medium-soft but Preferably hand-made reeds as they work much better) 
*Please email directors for Oboe Reed Makers 

• Reed case  

• Small canister (prescription bottle – cleaned out!) for reed soaking,  

• Fox Bassoon Swab Kit or Swab Kit with 2 swabs and Bocal Brush 

Clarinet Yamaha, Backun, 
Buffet, Jupiter 

• Mouthpiece: Premier by Hite or Upgraded Mouthpiece: D’Addario Woodwinds Reserve X5 
(upgrade free with Sweetwater Music) 

• Ligature: Bonade Inverted Ligature (included at Sweetwater) or a BG-L4R-Revelation Ligature 

• 4 reeds in a reed case at all times (Vandoren Traditional: strength 2 ½ for 6th grade/3 for 7th 

• Mouthpiece patches & Weighted GEM silk swab (or other weight silk swab) and cork grease 

Alto Saxophone Yamaha, Selmer, 
Yanagisawa, Buffet, 

Eastman 

• Alto Mouthpiece: Yamaha 4C Alto or Upgrade: Vandoren AL3 (SM711) (upgrade free with 
Sweetwater Music) 

• Sax Ligature: Bonade Alto Sax Ligature (included at Sweetwater) or BG L12 RSJ Ligature Alto  

• 4 reeds in a reed case at all times (Vandoren Traditional: strength 2 ½ for 6th grade/3 for 7th 

• Mouthpiece patches  

• Weighted Hodge Silk Clarinet Swab (or other weight silk swab) 

French Horn Instrument 
Provided by the 
school – please 

purchase supplies 

• Valve oil (Hetman Rotor Lubricant - 12 Standard) & Tuning slide grease,  

• Cleaning Kit with Snake and Mouthpiece brush.  

• Holton Farkas MDC or Schilke 30 mouthpiece  
 

Trumpet Yamaha, Bach, 
Jupiter, Eastman, 

Holton, King 

• Valve oil (Blue Juice, Al Cass, or Yamaha Synthetic) & Tuning slide grease 

• Cleaning Kit with Snake and Mouthpiece Brush 

• Bach 5C mouthpiece or equivalent is best (included at Sweetwater) 
*Note*  Many rentals default to a 7C – please obtain the 5C Mouthpiece 

Trombone Yamaha, Bach, 
Jupiter, Eastman, 

Holton, King 

• Slide lubricant (Superslick Trombone Cream) 

• Trombone Misting Water bottle (small 2-4oz)  

• Tuning slide grease  

• Cleaning Kit with Snake and Mouthpiece Brush 

• Bach 6 ½ AL small or Yamaha 48 small shank mouthpiece  (included at Sweetwater) 
*Note*  Many rentals default to a 12C – please obtain the 6 ½ AL or Yamaha 48 

Euphonium & 
Tuba 

Instrument 
Provided by the 
school – please 

purchase the 
mouthpiece only. 

• Valve oil (Blue Juice, Al Cass, or Yamaha Synthetic) & Tuning slide grease 

• Cleaning Kit with Snake and Mouthpiece Brush 

• For euphonium, a Bach 6 ½ AL small or Yamaha 48 small shank mouthpiece 

• For tuba, Conn Helleberg 7B mouthpiece is best.   

Percussion  • Bell Kit (no snare drum required – just bells of at least 32 notes-Quality not as important) 

• The Innovative Percussion FP2 Intermediate Mallet Pack or the Vic Firth EP2 Intermediate Education Pack (or 
equivalent if buying separately – see below) 

• Kit would include pair of 2B drumsticks, pair of timpani mallets, pair of xylophone mallets, pair of marimba 
mallets and stick bag for class – usually someone at the store can help you assemble a bag 

• “Real Feel” 12” practice pad 

 

https://www.musicarts.com/pearl-belsona-educational-bell-kit-main0510510

